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“I am so grateful for the research that’s going on.
[t might not mean a difference to my life because
my eyes are really bad but it could change my
children’s lives.”

Kelly Macular Society member



4.To improve the quality of life for those with
macular disease and their families through
funding research which informs our services
and supports campaigns.

As well as medical research, the Macular Society has
always funded research which studies aspects of living
with macular disease. For example, projects on the
eccentric viewing technique, which involves identifying
and using the healthiest parts of the macula, have helped
the Society to train and support those with macular
disease to use their remaining vision most effectively.

More recently, we have funded work to identify how best
to run our network of over 400 local groups, which provide
valuable peer support. Meeting others with macular disease
can help people to understand the condition, come to
terms with sight loss, share information about support
and treatment and ultimately stay independent.

In the future, we will fund research that increases our
understanding of quality of life issues and builds evidence
around potential new initiatives that could support those
with macular disease and their families. This will include
the use of technology, where new products such as
apps and ‘smart glasses’ designed to help the visually
impaired are being developed all the time. The projects
can focus on any part of the patient pathway from
diagnosis and treatment to living with macular disease.
Research in this area may be commissioned to address
specific issues where we see a requirement for research,
or be part of our response mode funding.
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5.To work collaboratively with other charities,
research funders and patient organisations
and build partnerships to beat macular disease.

By working collaboratively with organisations which share
our vision to end macular disease, we can have a stronger

voice and maximise our impact.

The Macular Society

is already a partner in O
the collaboration MUFU[OI’ 509'91:3!
Action Against AMD Beating Macular Disease

(AAAMD) with three "
oy . L ‘{
other charities: y FIGHT Rl

Blind Veterans UK, E']B AR
Fight for Sight and Blind Yot
Scottish War Blinded. Eﬁterans SIGHT s
AAAMD’s main ’
objective is to

facilitate the funding

of medical research .
aimed at finding an AAAMD Charity Partners

(&) SCOTTISH WAR_BLINDED

effective treatment for

early-stage AMD and stopping sight loss. We will
integrate any AAAMD outputs which are aligned with our
own research programme, including strategic funding of
appropriate projects.

We will also explore the potential for working with other
charities and research funders where there are areas of
mutual interest and where joining forces will bring added
value to our research programme.



“Age-related macular degeneration is a devastating
condition which is affecting more and more people
globally as our population ages. Collaboration is
essential to tackle the growing sight loss epidemic.”

Cathy Yelf Macular Society chief executive
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“Research is the thing that people ask me about
most frequently, particularly if they’ve recently

been diagnosed: ‘When will there be a cure?’ From
my point of view, I want to know that, if my children
or grandchildren were affected too, there would be
treatment or a cure.”

Nancy Macular Society support group leader



6 To encourage and facilitate communication
and collaboration across the research
community, including patient and public
involvement in research.

We know that no one person, team or organisation can
beat macular disease alone and that everyone’s input
contributes to achieving the vision. The Macular Society,
as the patient voice, can work with the research
community to facilitate communication and encourage
collaboration across the UK and internationally.

We will do this through our charity collaboration Action
Against AMD which has influencing as one of its goals?,
through sponsorship of scientific meetings and conferences
and lobbying for greater research funding.

Patient and public involvement (PPI) in research is
important and we will aim to develop and increase this
area as a service to both patients and researchers. We will
continue to offer PPI support to researchers developing
grant applications and respond positively to requests to
be on trial or study steering committees. Where invited we
are also willing to be co-applicants on grant applications.
We will continue to maintain and grow our patient registry
which can assist with recruitment. It currently has over
2,700 people in the UK who would like to take part in
clinical research and who can be contacted by the
Macular Society with information on a study for which
they may be eligible.

2 INFLUENCING A thought leader and catalyst for effective
collaboration between industry, academia, government,
research councils and foundations.
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Evaluating our impact

We have just published our first research impact report 3
and will continue to monitor the impact of our research,
specifically:

* how much new knowledge is generated and new
research is stimulated

* our impact in influencing policy and other stakeholders,
facilitating collaboration and improving PPI

* progress in making new treatments accessible to
patients, or improving their quality of life.

Applying for funding

For more information on how we fund research and the
peer review process, see macularsociety.org/application-
process

3 Research Impact Report 1987-2019, macularsociety.org/research



19



Macular Soé?ety

Beating Macular Disease

Macular Society
PO Box 1870, Andover SP10 9AD

01264 350 551

macularsociety.org

info@macularsociety.org

Macular Society is the trading name of the Macular Disease Society. A charity registered in England and Wales 1001198,

Scotland SC042015 and Isle of Man 1123. A company limited by guarantee, registered in England No. 2177039. Registered
Office: Macular Society, Crown Chambers, South Street, Andover SP10 2BN © Macular Society 2020.



